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Malcolm was our manhood, our living black manhood. That was his meaning to 
his people. And, in honoring him, we honor the best in ourselves...And we will 
know him then for what he was and is — a Prince, our own shining Black Prince 
who didn’t hesitate to die, because he loved us so. - Ozzie Davis, Eulogy for 
Malcolm X 


Muslims, do you know that we are the only thing that stands in between their 
wicked plan of the demasculinization of Black men? The ONLY thing that stands 
between that is the Nation of Islam! - The Honorable Brother Minister Farrakhan, 
Watergate Press Conference, November 16, 2017. 


“a cursory glance at the footnotes reveals that [Manning] Marable’s conclusions 
lack concrete evidence.”! 


1 Joe Street in “Roundtable (Review of Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention by Manning Marable),” 
Journal of American Studies 47 (2013): 23-47 (29). 


I. Icon of Black Masculinity 


Malcolm X Scholarship has come to lack the rigor that is standard in other 
disciplines. Pillars of this field have taken scholarly liberties that would be frowned upon 
in other disciplines. A clear illustration of this point is the recent scholastic project to 
“queer” Malcolm X. In life, as Ossie Davis later noted, critics and proponents alike “knew 
that Malcolm-whatever else he was or was not-Malcolm was a man”? In death, 
“Malcolm has become symbolic of what black masculinity can and must be.”3 This 
charge that Black males emulate the masculinity of Malcolm X was no doubt found 
threatening in certain American quarters. Today White scholars and Black abandon the 
most fundamental academic standards to transform Malcolm X from an “icon of black 
masculinity” to a “gay black hero.”4 This strategy of White Supremacy is not new.5 

Nat Turner’s Rebellion in 1831 so shook whites, some feared he would literally 
rise from his grave and rebone himself. This partly explains the gruesomeness of his 
death and the postmortem abuse of his body. Turner was skinned and “money purses” 
were made from his hide; his flesh was turned to cooking grease. Only by 
cannibalistically consuming Nat Turner could Whites feel secure in his death.® But the 
ghost of Nat Turner had to be neutralized as well, so it did not inspire future generations 
of rebellious slaves. 

At the height of the Black Power movement in 1967 William Styron published The 
Confessions of Nat Turner, a novel that turned the leader of the most terrifying slave 
revolt into a coward and a homosexual. In an important collection of Black responses to 
Styron’s travesty, psychologist Alvin F. Poussaint notes: “What is the communication? 
Naturally, it implies that Nat Turner was not a man at all.”” Alice Walker noted that Styron 
used homosexuality to strip Turner of his revolutionary spirit and power.’ Of course, 
Styron’s Turner was fictional and inaccurate: evidence indicates Turner was married and 
there is no documentation from the period suggesting he had any homosexual encounters. 
Yet, Styron’s depiction of the fearsome revolt leader resonated deeply with White America, 
who rewarded him with the Pulitzer Prize. “Styron’s Turner appealed to white desires for a 
palatable black radical figure diminished in all his complexity and transhistorical powers.”9 
While Styron was a southern White Gentile, he married a northern Jew from a wealthy 
assimilated Baltimore family.!° The Jewish establishment had an appreciation for Styron.” 


2 In his addendum to The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 457. 

3 William Eric Perkins, “Matriarchy, Malcolm X, and Masculinity: A Historical Essay,” Counterpunch 
107 (2000): 15-34 (26). 

4 Christopher Phelps, “The Sexuality of Malcolm X,” Journal of American Studies 51:3 (2017): 659- 
690; Peter Tatchell, “Malcolm X — gay black hero?” The Guardian May 18, 2005. 

5 Wesley Muhmmad, Understanding The Assault on the Black Man, Black Manhood, and Black Masculinity 
(Atlanta: A-Team Publishing, 2016). 

6 Vincent Woodard, The Delectable Negro: Human Consumption and Homoeroticism within 
U.S. Slave Culture (New York: New York University Press, 2014) 171. 

7 Alvin F. Poussaint, “The Confessions of Nat Turner and Styron’s Dilemma,” in William Styron’s Nat 
Turner: Ten Black Writers Respond, ed. John Henrik Clarke (Boston: Beacon Press, 1968) 21. 

8 Alice Walker, Contribution to “The Revolving Bookstand,” American Scholar 37 (1968): 551; 
Woodard, Delectable Negro, 184. 

9 Woodard, Delectable Negro, 181. 

10 Alexandra Styron, “Reading My Father,” New Yorker December 2, 2007. 

u Michael Barenbaum, “William Styron, an appreciation,” Jewish Journal November 9, 2006; “On the 
day: William Styron dies,” The Jewish Chronical November 1, 2010. 
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Opinion 
Malcolm X was bisexual. Get 
overit 

Peter Tatchell 


“Itis also worth celebrating that many leading black icons 
have been lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT), 
most notably the US black liberation hero Malcolm 
X...Malcolm X's bisexuality is more than just a question 
of truth and historical fact. There has never been any 
black person of similar global prominence and 
recognition who has been publicly known to be gay or 
bisexual. Young black lesbian, gay and bisexual people 
can, like their white counterparts, often feel isolated, 
guilty and insecure about their sexuality. They could 
benefit from positive, high-achieving role models, to give 
them confidence and inspiration. Who better than 
Malcolm X? He inspired my human rights activism and 


was a trailblazer in the black freedom struggle. He can 
inspire other LGBT people too. Right now, there is not a 
single living black person who is a worldwide household 
name and who is also openly gay. That's why the issue of 
Malcolm X's sexuality is so important. Having an 
internationally renowned gay or bisexual black icon 
would do much to help challenge homophobia, especially 
in the black communities and particularly in Africa and 
the Caribbean where homosexuality and bisexuality are 
often dismissed as a "white man's disease". 


Black History Month should h 
homophobia by celebrating tl 
heroes such as Malcolm X 


W @PT Foundation 


Tue 20 Oct 2009 16.00 EDT 


I. Manning Marable’s Malcolm 


The late Dr. Manning Marable’s work, 
Malcom X: A Life of Reinvention (2011), 
also won the Pulitzer Prize in History in 2012.12 
This is interesting. But along with acclaim, 
Marable’s book generated tremendous 
controversy and condemnation, both popular and 
academic.!3 One identified problematic is 
Marable’s conception of Malcolm’s journey as a 
series of conscious “reinventions” on his part to 
serve immediate objectives. Some prefer 
“evolution” and “transformation” to the 
manipulative implications of “reinvention.” "4 


w 


Even more problematic is Marable’s claim that Malcom in his youth was a 


“homosexual lover.”!5 John Andrew Morrow describes this as “The Second 
Assassination of Malcolm X.” He is right. “Considering the gravity of such claims,” 


12 Manning Marable, Malcom X: A Life of Reinvention (New York: Viking, 2011). 

13 A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable’s Malcolm X ed. Jared A. Ball and Todd 
Steven Burroughs (Baltimore: Black Classic Press, 2012); “A Forum on Manning Marable’s Malcolm X: A 
Life of Reinvention,” Black Scholar 41:2 (2011), 2-32; Joe Street, “Roundtable: Manning Marable, 
Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention,” Journal of American Studies, 47:1 (2013): 23-35. 

14 Malik Miah, “Evolution not ‘Reinvention’: Manning Marable’s Malcolm X,” Against the Current No. 
154, September/October 2011. 

15 Marable, Malcom X, 78. 

16 John Andrew Morrow, “The Second Assassination of Malcom X: Critical Review of Manning Marable’s 
Biography,” The Journal of Pan African Studies 5 (2012): 207-226. 


Morrow observes, “one would have expected the biographer to base himself on sound 
sources.”!7 Marable summarily fails there. His book traffics in what amounts to rumors 
lacking any verification to present a “humanized” version of Malcolm X as “an 
adulterous bisexual cuckold.”!8 The centerpiece of Marable’s claim is the infamous “Paul 
Lennon Affair.” 

William Paul Lennon was a well-to-do 56-year-old White man with a home in an 
affluent Boston neighborhood. Malcolm X recounts in his and Alex Haley’s The 
Autobiography of Malcolm x: 


Rudy worked regularly for an employment agency that sent him to wait on tables at exclusive 
parties. He hada side deal going, a hustle that took me right back to the old steering days in Harlem. 
Once a week, Rudy went to the home of this old, rich Boston blueblood, pillar-of-society aristocrat. 
He paid Rudy to undress them both, then pick up the old man like a baby, lay him on his bed, then 
stand over him and sprinkle him all over with talcum powder. Rudy said the old man would actually 
reach his climax from that.19 


Malcolm here describes a side hustle of a fellow hustlers called “Rudy.” He undresses 
himself and the old man, places him on his bed, sprinkles talcum powered on his body, 
and the man climaxes. Rudy gets paid for this. Note that, while Rudy’s acts of undressing 
the man and sprinkling his body with powder do cause Lennon to “climax,” there is no 
sex between Rudy and Lennon described or implied here. 

There is reason to believe there is some embellishment in this story. “Rudy” is 
likely a pseudonym for either Francis “Sonny” Brown or Francis Cooper, fellow hustlers 
of Malcom, used to protect his identity in Malcolm’s book in the same way Malcolm used 
the pseudonym “Sophia” as a cover for Bae Caragulian, his married White lover and 
accomplice.2° However, Marable read much more into this text from the 
Autobiography, claiming: “Based on circumstantial but strong evidence, Malcolm 
was probably describing his own homosexual encounters with Paul Lennon.”2! The 
audacity of this reading is remarkable, a fact not lost on scholars. “Marable converts one 
scene from the Autobiography, in which no sexual intimacy occurs, into a series of ‘paid 
homosexual encounters,” Sundiata Keita Cha-Jua chides.22 Patricia Reid-Merritt 
remarks as well: “The use of the terms circumstantial and probably to support a claim 
of ‘strong evidence’ is a definitive example of an oxymoron.”23 Firpo Carr is certainly 
correct: “Marable’s imaginative extrapolation strains scholastic integrity...”24 


17 Morrow, “Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 207. 

18 Andrew Stewart, “How Netflix And ‘Manning Marable’ Killed Malcolm X (The Third Time),” 
Counterpunch February 28, 2020; Morrow, “Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 218. 

19 Autobiography of Malcolm X, 143. 

20 Morrow, “Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 208. 

21 Marable, Malcom X, 66. 

22 Sundiata Keita Cha-Jua, “A Life of Revolutionary Transformation: A Critique of Manning Marable’s 
Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention,” in A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable’s 
Malcolm X ed. Jared A. Ball and Todd Steven Burroughs (Baltimore: Black Classic Press, 2012) 157-186 
(164). 

23 Patricia Reid-Merritt, “Malcolm X: What Measure of a Man?— Assessing the Personal Growth and 
Social Transformation of Malcolm X From an African-Centered Social Work Perspective” in A Lie of 
Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable’s Malcolm X ed. Jared A. Ball and Todd Steven 
Burroughs (Baltimore: Black Classic Press, 2012) 25-40 (30). 

24 Firpo Carr, The Re-Assassination of Malcolm X (Lakewood, California: Scholar Technological 
Institute of Research, Inc., 2011) 28 


What’s so remarkable is that Marable felt comfortable making such an 
earthshattering claim and felt no compulsion to demonstrate it or even support it. 
“Marable provides no facts, no primary sources, nor even any secondary sources for this 
remarkable assertion, which is based purely on his own conjecture.”25 Marable’s 
footnotes are woefully deficient here: “a cursory glance at the footnotes reveals that 
[Manning] Marable’s conclusions lack concrete evidence.”2° 

Like Firpo Carr, Karl Evanzz raises serious questions about Marable’s scholastic 
integrity.27 “There are four footnotes for this page, but none substantiates this scurrilous 
assertion,” Evanzz points out.28 The irony is, Karl Evanzz himself engaged in a similar 
uncritical spreading of an even more salacious rumor. In 1992 Evanzz claimed that “On 
occasion, when he needed money desperately, Malcolm allowed the men he called 
‘punks’ or ‘fags’ to perform fellatio on him. It was easy money...”29 Evanzz provides no 
source for this allegation. It was only after Marable’s 2011 book with his similarly 
unsourced claims set off a tremendous controversy did Evanzz try desperately to excuse 
away his own earlier engagement of the same salacious rumor-mongering that he now 
condemns Marable for.3° In fact Evanzz and Marable alike were simply recycling the 
spurious allegations of the mysterious Bruce Perry, a Jewish political science professor. 
We will look at him more closely below. 


25 Raymond A. Winbush, “Speculative Nonfiction: Manning Marable’s Malcolm X,” in A Lie of 
Reinvention: Correcting Manning Marable’s Malcolm X ed. Jared A. Ball and Todd Steven 
Burroughs (Baltimore: Black Classic Press, 2012) 105-117 (109). 

26 Joe Street in “Roundtable (Review of Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention by Manning Marable),” 
Journal of American Studies 47 (2013): 23-47 (29). 

27 Evazz, “Lies on the Prize.” 

28 Karl Evanzz, “Paper Tiger: Manning Marable’s Poison Pen,” n A Lie of Reinvention: Correcting 
Manning Marable’s Malcolm X ed. Jared A. Ball and Todd Steven Burroughs (Baltimore: Black 
Classic Press, 2012) 207-214 (208). 

29 Karl Evanzz, The Judas Factor: The Plot To Kill Malcolm X (New York: Thunder's Mouth Press, 
1992) 8 and 326 n. 25. 

30 Evanzz, “Jared Ball,” 204-205. Evanzz now claims that “he believes” that Malcolm X’s nephew Rodnell 
Collins gave him this information, but Collins denied being Evanzz’s source. See Phelps, “Sexuality of 
Malcolm X,” 669 n. 19. 


Second Annual Malcolm X Day Symposium May 18, 2019. “Malcolm X and the Politics of Masculinity” 
Panel: Dr. Marc Lamont Hill. Dr. Treva Lindsey and Dr. Mark Anthony Neal advocating the “Queering 
Malcolm X Project.” 


Ill. Context: Sissy Jews and the Queering of the Black Male Image 


One trope of European anti-Semitism before the world wars was the caricature of 
the Jewish male as a “sissy” — weak, effeminate, and associated with the woman’s body.3! 
“The clitoris was known in the Viennese slang simply as the ‘Jew’ (Jud.), and...[t]he 
phrase for female masturbation was ‘playing with the Jew’.”32 These racist stereotypes 
and tropes are easily seen for what they are. The “Jewish Sissy” characterization, 
however, is not so easily dismissed as anti-Semitism. It is native to pre-Zionist Jewish 
culture going back to the Babylonian Talmud. As Daniel Boyarin, the Hermann P. and 
Sophia Taubman Professor of Talmudic Culture in the Departments of Near Eastern 
Studies and Rhetoric at the University of California, notes: “the early modern 
Ashkenazic traditional ideal Jewish male [was] ‘unmanned’ but not desexualized”33 


There is something correct-although seriously misvalued-in the persistent European 
representation of the Jewish man as a sort of a women. More than just an antisemitic stereotype, 
the Jewish ideal male as countertype to ‘manliness’ is an assertive historical product of Jewish 


31 Matthew Biberman, Masculinity, Anti-Semitism and Early Modern English Literature: 
From the Satanic to the Effeminate Jew (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004). 

32 Felice Naomi Wonnenberg, “Sissy and the Muscle-Jew Go to the Movies,” in Contemporary Jewish 
Reality in Germany and Its Reflection in Film, ed. Claudia Simone Dorchain and Felice Naomi 
Wonnenberg (Berlin and Boston: De Gruyter, 2013) 205-230 (206). 

33 Daniel Boyarin, “Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and Jewish Masculinity,” in Men and 
Masculinities in Christianity and Judaism: A Critical Reader ed. Björn Krondorfer (London: 
SCM Press, 2009) 82-95; Daniel Boyarin, Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and 
the Invention of the Jewish Man (Berkley: University of California, 1997); “Homotopia: The 
Feminized Jewish Man and the Lives of Women in Late Antiquity,” differences 7 (1995): 41-81. 


culture...Premodern Jewish culture...frequently represented ideal Jewish men as femminized...the 
Jewish man was in Europe a sort of ‘woman’... 34 


The ideal Jewish male — the rabbi — was feminized. The rabbi might even be a 
homosexual pederast with no censure visited upon him, for “the rabbis [of the Talmudic 
period] considered male sexual attraction to other males to be unexceptional”.35 In fact, 
according to Elon Gilad writing in Haaretz, “homosexuality has been a part of life 
throughout Jewish history” and “Jewish Law does not explicitly ban sex with boys under 
the age of nine.”3° Ofri Ilany agrees: 


The Jews did not strictly preserve ‘the heterosexual principle.’ Intimate relations between men 
existed in Jewish communities and apparently were also common...Moreover, grown men who had 
a need for the favors of youths did not have a negative image in Jewish society... During the past 
100 years, some Jewish thinkers set themselves a more ambitious aim: to prove that homosexuality 
is an integral part of the history of the Jewish people and Jewish tradition.” According to Jiri 
Mordecai Langer, poet and Kabbalist, in early Judaism homosexual love between men prevailed, 
only gradually over the centuries being replaced by heterosexual love between a man and a woman; 
Judaism and homosexuality are not mutually exclusive, rather are connected in a complex way. The 
Biblical prohibition constitutes proof that homosexual tendencies were common among Jews.37 


The Zionist Project sought to chart a new course by socially engineering the 
traditional edelkayt or Jewish male femme into a Musklejud, Jewish Muscle, “who plays 
out his greatest triumph as an endlessly repeatable drama: overcoming the sissy 
within.”38 The Zionist revolution called for European Jews to shed their effeminate and 
homosexual (public) persona by aping the most violent forms of European Gentile 
masculinity: “it was the violence that was pivotal. Almost any ‘respectable’ violence that 
Jews would turn to would restore their dignity and honor.” 39 

This Zionist Project involved stripping Jewish men of their feminized ‘otherness’ 
and projecting it onto their socio-cultural enemies: Palestinians,4° but also Black 
Americans. Violent Zionism was seen as the “cure” of Jewish effeminacy by inscribing 
whiteness to the Jewish body and masculinity to the Jewish male. The acquisition of 
whiteness as well as masculinity were critical goals of the Zionist Project, and both relied 
on violence as the instrument and on Black Americans as the foil.41 In other words, Jews 


34 Boyarin, “Unheroic Conduct,” 87; Michael Moses Gans, “Socially Engineering the ‘New Jew. From 
Feminine Stereotypes to Heroic Masculinity: Jews, gays, and identity,” Master’s thesis, Central European 
University, Budapest, Hungary, 2009. 21, 22. 

35 Michael L. Satlow, “ ‘They Abused Him Like a Woman’: Homoeroticism, Gender blurring, and the 
Rabbis of in Late Antiquity,” Journal of the History of Sexuality 5 (1994): 1-25 (18) 

36 Elon Gilad, “Judaism and Homosexuality: A Brief History,” Haaretz June 2, 2016 

37 Ofri Ilany, “Homosexuality Is Part of Jewish Tradition,” Haaretz August 5, 2015. 

38 See Michael Moses Gans, “Socially Engineering the ‘New Jew. From Feminine Stereotypes to Heroic 
Masculinity: Jews, gays, and identity,” Master’s thesis, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary, 
2009. 

39 Boyarin, “Unheroic Conduct”; idem, Unheroic Conduct. 

40 Rachel Byrne, “Re-Masculinizing the Jew: Gender and Zionism Until the First World War,” Gnovis 
Journal 11 (Spring 2011). 

4. Jeffrey Melnick, A Right to Sing the Blues: African Americans, Jews, and American 
Popular Song Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 1999) 418-419: “In the post-Second 
World War era the broadening of the category of white to include Jews and various European national 
groups was founded in the reassertion of the fundamental difference of the category of blackness...Michael 


certified their whiteness and their masculinity by violently contrasting themselves with 
Black Americans. A revealing illustration of this phenomenon is the Jewish ‘sport’ of 
‘nigger smashing’ described by Jewish literary critic Leslie Fiedler. In 1960 Fiedler 
discussed the “special rancor” that Jews have toward Black people, and how some Jews 
abused Black people in order to shore up their “toughness” and their “whiteness” in an 
American context. 


Some Jews, to be sure, adopt the anti-Negro attitudes of their neighbors in an excess of 
assimilationist zeal, as a way of demonstrating by the all-American quality of their hatred that they, 
too, are ‘white’. There is, however, also a particularly Jewish distrust of the black man, buried deep 
in our own tradition...There is no use quibbling about it; though he does not oppress the Negro, the 
Jew does hate him with a double though muted hatred...one is forced into taking financial 
advantage of him.4? 


Fiedler describes the practice that reveals “a real clue to the nature of Negro-Jewish 
relations” 


in a neighbor largely inhabited by Negroes, though there were still Jewish delicatessens and kosher 
poultry slaughterers among the ‘race record’ shops; and one of the streets was lined throughout the 
day with pushcarts, among which Yiddish was the commonest language spoken. The sons of 
butchers and the few trapped Jewish property owners left in the area seemed to become almost as 
often as not gangsters...and a standard way of proving one’s toughness was “nigger-smashing.” This 
sport involved cruising a side street at high rate of speed, catching a lonely Negro, beating the hell 
out of him and getting back into the car and away before his friends could gather to retaliate.43 


“Nigger smashing” proved Jews were White. Nigger queering proved Jews were 
masculine. 


Through their control of the Black image in song, cinema, and the media,44 Jews 
transferred their historic femininity and impotence onto the Black male. An example is 
the “cultured, pansy-like negro,” “slight and effeminate,” produced by the Jews of Tin 


Rogin remarks that: 'Jews acquired American credentials by, in this racially divided society, taking control 
of the black role’...In this way they could differentiate themselves from African Americans.” 

42 Leslie A. Fiedler, “Negro and Jew: Encounter in America,” in idem., No! in Thunder. Essays on 
Myth and Literature (Boston: Beacon Press, 1960): 231-250 (242). 

43 Fiedler, “Negro and Jew: Encounter in America,” 247-248. 

44 From Tin Pan Alley to Hollywood to the music industry Jews were “extensively immersed” in “the 
manufacture and merchandizing of Blackness.” They produced various fictious images of ‘Blackness’ that 
fed the insatiable appetite of White America for the sights and sounds of White Supremacy-affirming 
‘Blackness.” As Jeffrey Melnick, A Right to Sing the Blues 35 notes: “Jews would play a key part in 
determining which particular images of Blackness would be disseminated and by whom.” See further J. 
Stanley Lemons, “Black Stereotypes as Reflected in Popular Culture, 1880-1920,” American Quarterly 
29 (Spring, 1977):102-116; Pamela Brown Lavitt, “First of the Red Hot Mamas: ‘Coon Shouting’ and the 
Jewish Ziegfeld Girl,” Jewish History 87 (1999): 253-290; Jeffrey Melnick, “Tin Pan alley: The Black- 
Jewish Nation,” in American Popular Music, ed. Rachel Rubin and Jeffrey Melnick (Amherst: 
University of Massachusetts Press, 2001) 29-45; idem, A Right to Sing the Blues; Justin Joffe, “The 
Music Industry’s Long History of Dividing Blacks and Jews,” Observe February 9, 2017; Neal Gabler, An 
Empire of Their Own: How the Jews Invented Hollywood (Anchor Books, 1989); Vincent Brook, 
“Still an Empire of Their Own: How Jews Remain Atop a Reinvented Hollywood,” in From Shtetl to 
Stardom: Jews and Hollywood. Ed. Steven J. Ross, Michael Renov, Vincent Brook, Lisa Ansell 
(Purdue University Press, 2017); Chris Miller, “The Representation of the Black Male in Film,” Journal 
of African American Men 3:3 (Winter 1998):19-30 


Pan Alley.45 Jews neutralized the threat of their “sissy within” by producing images of 
Black men feminized and homosexualized.4° According to Jeffery Melnick, Professor of 
American Studies at the University of Massachusetts Boston and Jewish authority on 
Black-Jewish relations, there is a “homoerotic motive running throughout” the history 
of Jewish relations with Black people; “a sort of ‘secret history’ of homoeroticism and 
homophobia lurking inside the dominant narrative of Black-Jewish relations.”47 
Certainly, the “homophobia” describes the Black posture and “homoerotic” the Jewish 
in this “secret history” of Blacks and Jews. This secret Jewish homoeroticism towards 
Blacks that Professor Melnick alludes to should be connected with the “Muscular 
Judaism” produced by the Zionist revolution, which Professor Boyarin details: a New 
Judaism that required the European (and American) Jew to sever ties (publicly) with his 
traditional effeminacy and homosexuality.4® 

The Queer Jew is cured 
and masculinized by the Zionist Malcolm X Must Fall: Hundreds of Streets, 
Project, which then engages in Schools Named After Black Ally of the KKK 
the queering of the Jews enemy:  Malolmxwent from the KKK and Nazis to the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Blacks and Arabs (Palestinians =» 
preeminently). Zionists also BRIE = 
targeted individual threats. . : 
Malcolm X called the White man 
the Devil and the Jew “one of the 
worst of the devils.”49 His 
“antagonism towards the State 
of Israel” and so-called “anti- 
Semitic” rhetoric is given 
(dis)credit for turning Black 
people from a pro-Israel to an 
anti-Israel stance.5° As we detail 
in a later chapter in this Report, 
Zionists targeted Malcolm X 
here and abroad. This is the The Jewish Press June 24, 2020 
context to understand the recent 
Queering Malcolm X Project. 
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45 Melnick, A Right to Sing the Blues, 111. 

46 Melnick, A Right to Sing the Blues, 111; idem, “Some Notes on the Erotics of ‘Black-Jewish 
Relations,” Shofar 23 (2005): 9-25. 

47 Jeffrey Melnick, “Some Notes on the Erotics of ‘Black-Jewish Relations,” Shofar 23 (2005): 9-25. 

48 Daniel Boyarin, Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the 
Jewish Man (Berkley: University of California, 1997); idem, “Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of 
Heterosexuality and Jewish Masculinity,” in Men and Masculinities in Christianity and 
Judaism: A Critical Reader ed. Bjorn Krondorfer (London: SCM Press, 2009) 82-95; “Homotopia: 
The Feminized Jewish Man and the Lives of Women in Late Antiquity,” differences 7 ( 1995): 41-81 

49 Clayborne Carson, Malcolm X: The FBI File (New York: Skyhorse Publishing, 2012) 63. 

50 Lawrence B. Goodheart, “The Ambivalent Antisemitism of Malcolm X,” Patterns of Prejudice 28 
(1994): 3-25 (19); Daniel Swindell, “How Palestinian Activists Manipulate the African American 
Community,” The Times of Israel March 27, 2018. 


IV. The Jewish Queering of Malcolm X 


Malcolm X reigned 
uncontested as an icon of Black 
masculinity for twenty years: from the 
day of his death in 1965 until...1985. It 
was then that a mysterious Jewish 
political science professor named 
Bruce Perry broke the peace.5! Perry 
had an unapologetic animosity toward 
Malcolm X — he disagrees even with 
Malcolm being considered a cultural 
hero.52 We can halfway understand 
that though: Malcolm X did teach 
from the Honorable Elijah 
Muhammad that the White man is the 
Devil and that the Jew was the “worst” 
Devil. So, Perry had a clear axe to 
grind. Thus, for Perry, Malcolm’s 
radicalism arose from mental i A 
instabilities, causing him to project Bruce Perry, who wrote Malcolm: The Life of 
onto whites his own imperfections, 4% Man Who Changed Black America, says 

. . his book is thoroughly researched. 

real and imagined.53 Perry wrote an 

article in the Psychohistory Review entitled, “Malcolm X and the Politics of 
Masculinity” where he made the unsubstantiated claim: “despite the fact that Malcolm 
X eventually became a living archetype of Black masculinity, he was considered 
effeminate by many of the youngsters he grew up with.”54 Black Masculinity is a political 
issue for Perry, and Malcolm X as archetype is a problem. He thus set out to undercut 
Black Masculinity by neutralizing its archetype, Malcolm X. 

As jaw-dropping as this opening salvo was, Perry followed it up with his 1991 
book, Malcolm: The Life of a Man Who Changed Black America. Now, the 
“archetype of Black masculinity” is a full-blown homosexual. “According to Bruce Perry, 
Malcolm X -- born Malcolm Little -- was considered a sissy by his boyhood 
companions; had serious doubts about his manhood and a streak of misogyny that 
drove him to at least two homosexual trysts in his teen years; and firebombed his own 


E NAE BANE 


51 Shortly after the publication of his 1991 book Perry vanished from public view, and the three colleges he 
attended as well as the publisher of his book gave researchers no help in tracking Perry down. We know 
that Perry graduated from Bates College in Maine in 1958; attended but never finished Harvard Law 
School between 1958 and 1961; and obtained a doctorate in international relations from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1968. An Illinois newspaper, Rockford Register Star February 15, 1993, published a 
rare photo of Bruce Perry. See Phelps, “Sexuality of Malcolm X,” 665. 

52 Edith Lee, “Malcolm’s legacy not black and white,” Rockford Register Star February 15, 1993, p. 21; 
Phelps, “Sexuality of Malcolm X,” 667. 

53 Bruce Perry, Malcolm: The Life of a Man Who Changed Black America (Barrytown, N.Y.: 
Station Hill, 1991). 

54 Bruce Perry, “Malcolm X and the Politics of Masculinity,” Psychohistory Review 13 (1985): 18-25. 


10 


house the week before his assassination Feb. 21, 1965.”55 As Gregory P. Kane correctly 
notes: this is a “flawed biography of Malcolm X.” 

Perry’s biggest claim to fame is that he allegedly interviewed 420 people in 
researching this biography, many of them allegedly friends and acquaintances from 
Malcolm’s youth. But his salacious claims of Malcolm’s alleged teenage homosexual 
encounters are based solely on anonymous “confidential” sources or hearsay from 
named sources who were admittedly not themselves witness to any such incidents. 

A key example, both for Perry’s claim that Malcolm was a teenage homosexual 
and for our argument that this claim is foundationless, is the alleged “fellatio in the 
woods” story (approvingly cited by Karl Evanzz in 1992). Perry says he spoke to Bob 
Bebee, a “short, freckle-faced redhead” white man and his brother Ray Bebee from 
Lansing, Michigan. Bob claimed to have been a schoolmate of teenage Malcolm after the 
Little family moved there in 1928. Redhead, freckle-faced Bob told Jewish Perry that 
thirteen-year-old Malcolm told him (Bob) that he (Malcolm) ordered another white boy 
named Robert (no last name) to masturbate him and perform fellatio on him while in 
the woods one day.5® Are you dizzy yet? The problems with this claim are obvious, 
namely: 


1. Perry’s lone witness to this alleged first homosexual encounter of Malcolm, Bob 
Bebee, never witnessed it himself! Christopher Phelps is thus in gross error in 
claiming that this incident was actually “witnessed by a named source” and that 
Bob Bebee, the named source, was “an eyewitness” to it.57 Bebee only claims to 
be a witness to alleged heterosexual sex between the teenage Malcolm Little and 
a white girl who was a neighbor. Bebee explicitly was not a witness to any alleged 
homosexual incident involving Malcolm. 

2. It was decades after the incident allegedly occurred and after Malcolm X was dead 
that adult Bob told Perry that teenage Malcolm told teenage Bob that this 
occurred. 

3. This is never verified from Malcolm nor from the alleged partner in this 
homosexual act. He remains unidentified. As Christopher Phelps concedes: 
“Perry failed to find ‘Robert’ or even determine his last name to confirm the 
claim.”58 

4. Bob Bebee admitted to Perry his own homosexual activity!59 Thus, this is a white 
man who admits to engaging in homosexual sex acts telling a Jewish author 
antagonistic to Malcolm X that Malcolm X told the confessed homosexual actor 
(Bob) of engaging in the same homosexual sex act that he (Bob) engaged in. It 
was decades later that Bob told Perry that Malcolm allegedly told Bob that 
Malcolm allegedly did what Bob admittedly did. There is nothing evidentiary in 
this at all and should never be cited as evidence. As Kane notes: “The charges 
about his homosexuality came from two sources (Bob and Ray Bebee). As there 


55 Gregory P. Kane, “A detailed but flawed biography of Malcolm X,” The Baltimore Sun December 22, 
1991. 

56 Perry, Malcolm, 28-29. This story allegedly involved a Malcolm Little that was 13 or 14 years old. 
Phelps, “Sexuality of Malcolm X,” 662. 

57 Phelps, “Sexuality of Malcolm X,” 665, 670 

58 Morrow, “Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 210. 

59 Perry, Malcolm, 29. 
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is no way for anyone to know if the sources told the truth, skeptics should 
remain skeptical.”®° 


To say the least! The fellatio story is purely unverifiable, third-hand hearsay and 
salacious rumor at best or deliberate, malicious fabrication (either by Bob Bebee or 
Bruce Perry) at worst. What it is not is evidence that Malcolm Little was gay or ever 
engaged in any gay acts. Karl Evanzz rightly points out something that must not be 
overlooked here: 


Perry seems to disregard that many whites who knew Malcolm Little in elementary school as a 
“good nigger,” had watched him transform into a world-traveling international celebrity called 
Malcolm X, a man who called them white devils...and who once thought of Jews (which would 
include Perry, of course) as the “worst” type of devil.© 


The Jewish Bruce Perry and the Gentile Bob Bebee could thus both be grinding axes in 
their recollection of and reporting on Malcolm X. While we cannot prove that this is true, 
its plausibility further diminishes the value of the already valueless story. 

Such flimsy evidence would never be admissible in a court of law, nor would it be 
acceptable with any respected scholarly subject. But it appears that, in constructing the 
Malcolm X False Narrative, anything goes; the most fundamental academic standards 
are abandoned. 

As flimsy as the evidence for the “fellatio in the woods” story is, this is as good as 
it gets with Bruce Perry, evidence-wise. Yet there are four other alleged incidents; their 
evidentiary value is even lower than that of this unbelievable (literally) story. 


e Perry claims that seventeen-year-old Detroit Red, while staying at a boarding 
house in Flint, Michigan in 1942, had sex with a transvestite named “Willie 
Mae.”62 What’s the evidence of this? Two anonymous “confidential sources” told 
Perry this allegedly based on the testimony of one of Malcolm’s boarder school 
roommates. But this roommate never saw or even heard that Malcolm and Willie 
Mae were behaving in any homosexual way, the roommate only “sensed” it.63 In 
other words, this is foundationless hearsay from anonymous and unverifiable 
sources. Perry got it from two unknowns, who got it from an unknown who never 
claimed any knowledge of the matter, only suspicion. This is how Perry sources 
his salacious claims about Malcolm X. 

e Perry claims that in 1943 Detroit Red arranged fellatio sessions with two 
“queers,” not for himself but for a man called “Reverend Witherspoon” at a 
Harlem YMCA. The Reverend paid them for their service with rents paid and 
chicken dinners.®4 This is not an example of Malcolm himself engaging in any 
“gay-for-pay” sex, but of him arranging it for others. Giving the morals of the 
teenage hustler Detroit Red, there would be no surprise at all if this actually 


60 Gregory P. Kane, “A detailed but flawed biography of Malcolm X,” The Baltimore Sun December 22, 
1991. 

6 Karl Evanzz, “Lies on the Prize: Academia’s Betrayal of Malcolm X,” Truth Continuum August 22, 
2017. 

62 Perry, Malcolm, 77. 

63Phelps, “Sexuality of Malcolm X,” 665. 

64 Perry, Malcolm, 77. 
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happened. The problem is, right now there is no reason for us believe that it did 
happen. Perry’s evidence is, again, two anonymous “confidential sources” as well 
as an individual named “Johnny Davis, Jr.” Who is this person? It appears from 
Perry that he was a member of the Detroit Temple with Malcolm in 1953.65 But 
we don’t know much else. There is a John DX Davis that did security for Malcolm 
X at the Audubon on February 21, 1965. We do not know if there is a connection. 
And we don’t know what the named source, Johnny Davis Jr, contributed to this 
story versus the contribution of the two anonymous confidential sources. There 
is no evidentiary value to this story.®° 

e The most important case cited by Perry is the William Paul Lennon Affair, which 
we discuss in detail below. 

e Perry claims that in 1944 in Lansing, Michigan Malcolm was supplied room and 
board by a 240-pound homosexual named Jimmy Williams.°” There is no 
suggestion that there were any sexual relations between the men — romantic or 
transactional. What is the evidence that Malcolm even stayed in the home of a 
homosexual? A “confidential source” (of course) and also Perry’s interview with 
“Vince.” Who is Vince? We have no idea. Such sourcing practices would never be 
acceptable in other disciplines. Christopher Phelps, who attempted 
unsuccessfully to support Perry’s conclusion,®® admits: “Because most of Perry’s 
oral-history subjects are no longer alive, his book is the only medium affording 
access to their recollections about Malcolm’s early sexual history...Compounding 
these problems are irregularities in citation...anonymity veils many sources.”®9 


John Andrew Morrow, in his excellent article, “The Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 
correctly notes: 


While Perry presents all these salacious details as if they were fact, they are based on sources 
completely lacking in credibility. While this might escape the average reader, who might 
subsequently be misled into believing that such allegations were true, the notes speak for 
themselves. The claim that Malcolm forced a schoolmate to fellate him comes from Bob Bebee, a 
childhood friend, and his younger brother, Ray. It should be noted that neither of these two boys 
witnessed the act and Perry failed to find Robert, or even determine his last name, to confirm the 
claim. The claim that Malcolm has sex with Willie Mae Jones is conveniently based on “[t]wo 
confidential sources” (412). The allegation that Malcolm X prostituted himself to homosexuals also 
comes from confidential sources, as well as the testimony of a single supposed friend: Johnny Davis 
Jr.7° 


Perry paid his sources, who “seem to have had a fine time feeding him tall tales in 
exchange for financial compensation.”7! In addition, Perry embargoed his confidential 
sources for fifty years. None of his notes or records have been donated to any repository, 
except a floppy disk allegedly containing the identities of his confidential sources — this 


65 Perry, Malcolm, 146. 

66 Morrow, “Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 210. 
67 Perry, Malcolm, 85. 

68 Evanzz, “Lies on the Prize.” 

69 Phelps, “Sexuality of Malcolm X,” 667. 

70 Morrow, “Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 210. 
71 Morrow, “Second Assassination of Malcom X,” 209. 
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was donated to Harvard’s Houghton Library, where it is locked away in a vault until 
2041.72 

Manning Marable recycles Bruce Perry’s allegations without every questioning 
the credibility of his highly suspect sources.73 


WHOSE BOOK? 


Firpo Carr speaks of Manning Marable’s book and his “mysterious puppet 
masters.””4 He is probably right. One of those “puppet masters” may have been Wendy 
Wolf, Marable’s editor at Viking Press. When speaking of the Malcolm X project and 
its outcome she consistently uses the language “we” in describing the writing process 
and “our book.”75 Andrew Stewart observes: 


There is serious and honest reason to doubt the manuscript Marable submitted to Viking was the 
same as what was published in 2011. In a February 2012 public address at Elmhurst College loaded 
with near-Freudian slips, Viking editor Wendy Wolf seemed to disclose that her interventions in 
the text prior to final publication were profound.7° 


Wendy Wolf 
Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention 


72 Phelps, “Sexuality of Malcolm X,” 668. 

73 Marable, Malcolm X, 506. 

74 Firpo Carr, The Re-Assassination of Malcolm X (Lakewood, California: Scholar Technological 
Institute of Research, Inc., 2011) 16. 

75 “Wendy Wolf: Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention,” February 12, 2020 at Elmhurst College @ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3uBqoA4yZ4 

76 Andrew Stewart, “How Netflix And ‘Manning Marable’ Killed Malcolm X (The Third Time),” 
Counterpunch February 28, 2020. 
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Wendy Wolfs name suggests she is a Jew. Viking Press was founded by Jews, Harold K. 
Guinzburg and George S. Oppenheim. Guinzburg was “active in Jewish affairs”: he had 
been vice-president of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency and a member of the executive 
committee of the American Jewish Committee.77 Oppenheim was a Jewish homosexual, 
part of Hollywood’s gay subculture.7® In Wendy Wolf’s address at Amherst University, 
the proud focus of her talk was on the book’s claim that Malcolm X was a homosexual.79 


The Jewish context of the publication of Manning Marable’s Malcolm X is likely 
germane. 


V. Revisiting The “Paul Lennon Affair” 


Bruce Perry was the first to claim that “Rudy” in Malcolm X’s telling of the Paul 
Lennon arrangement was really Malcolm himself. Perry’s singular source for this charge 
was Malcolm X’s friend from his hustling days, Malcolm “Shorty” Jarvis. For several 
reasons this is not a credible source in this matter. For starters, it appears that Jarvis 
held some bitterness toward Malcolm X, due to Jarvis’s portrayal in Malcolm’s 
Autobiography (and later in Spike Lee’s movie X).®° Perry claims that Jarvis told him 
that Malcolm X told Jarvis that Malcolm X and “another man” were paid to disrobe 
Lennon, place him on his bed, sprinkle him with powder, and massage him till he 
climaxed. The new element here, in addition to the participation of Malcolm himself, is 
the additional act of “massaging” Lennon until he climaxes. This introduces more 
intimate, physical (sexual) contact between teenage Malcolm and Lennon than does the 
simple “sprinkling” of powder that Malcolm attributes to “Rudy” in his text. Perry thus 
claims this as an example of “Malcolm’s income producing homosexual activity”; “like a 
prostitute, he sold himself.”8: But there is no reason to countenance this over-the-top 
reading of Malcolm X’s text. 

Jarvis didn’t “tell” Perry this in a live conversation. Rather, Perry sent Jarvis a 
“written inquiry” about the “powdering expeditions at Paul Lennon’s,” and Jarvis sent 
the following written response: 


People like Paul Lennerd, the queer, always liked to see a new face on the scene every now and then. 
After meeting Paul Lennerd and participating in a few of the parties, Malcolm confided in me about 
the affair. As I look back in the years, I believe today that Malcolm’s idea in telling me all this was 
to get me to join the party as a new face on the scene, and make a few easy dollars on the side while 
doing so... It was the practice of Mr.—or Mrs. (smile)—Lennard to pay for your time if it was 
satisfying.82 


77Harold K. Guinzburg, Noted Publisher, Dead; Was Active in Jewish Affairs,” Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency October 20, 1961 

78 Nicholas C. Edsall, Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western 
World (University of Virginia Press, 2003) 270. 

79 “Wendy Wolf: Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention,” February 12, 2020 at Elmhurst College @ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3uBqoA4yZ4 

80 Malcolm “Shorty” Jarvis with Paul D. Nichols, The Other Malcolm “Shorty” Jarvis: His 
Memoir ed. Cornel R. West (Jefferson, NC, and London: McFarland, n.d. [2001]) 2; Evanzz, “Lies on the 
Prize.” 

81 Perry, Malcolm, 82-83. 

82 Perry, Malcolm, 414 n. 83. 
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Note that, while Jarvis does claim here that Malcolm “confided” in him about some Paul 
Lennon parties and “affair” that Malcolm participated in, this written response as 
provided by Perry in his book says nothing of “massages” and climaxing. Did Perry 
embellish Jarvis’s already embellished account? Jarvis never repeats this alleged claim 
in his own memoir, The Other Malcolm published in 2001.83 As we saw above, Perry 
paid his “sources” to feed him the information he wanted. In Jarvis’s case, Perry 
propositioned him $500, got “information,” and then didnt pay Jarvis, which 
imbittered him. Was it because Jarvis actually didn’t give Perry what he wanted, so he 
“spiced up” Jarvis’s answers in his book? We don’t know. But Jarvis regretted the whole 
experience of collaborating with Perry.84 

There is a third “source” to the Paul Lennon deal. Malcolm’s nephew Rodnell 
Collins, son of sister Ella Collins, recounts in his memoir that on one of his mother’s 
visits to Malcolm in prison he confided in her, and she told Rodnell, that “Malcolm, for 
the first time, filled her in on some aspects of his life in Boston and Harlem, including 
a business deal he and Malcolm Jarvis had with an elderly, wealthy white millionaire 
named Paul Lennon, who would pay them to rub powder over his body...Lennon’s 
current powderer was Frank Cooper, who had sometimes visited [Lennon] with Uncle 
Malcolm and Jarvis.”85 Note here, that Collins includes Jarvis in the deal, something 
Jarvis didn’t mention! (If this account is true). Collins also adds “rubbing” of powder to 
the deal. In addition, we are told that Frank Cooper is a powderer, rather than Frank 
Brown. 


We thus have three conflicting testimonies to the Paul Lennon Affair: 


1. Malcolm X, who says “Rudy” (likely Frank Brown) undressed himself and 
Lennon, picked him up, laid him on the bed, sprinkled talcum powder on him and 
he climaxed. 

2. Malcolm Jarvis, who allegedly told Bruce Perry that Malcolm told him that he 
and “another man” (Frank Cooper®®) disrobed Lennon, placed him on bed, 
sprinkled him, and then messaged him till he climaxed. 

3. Rodnell Collins, who said his mother Ella told him that Malcolm told her that 
Malcolm and Jarvis had a “business deal” to “rub powder over [Lennon’s] body.” 
Collins said Frank Cooper was also with Malcolm and Jarvis sometimes in the 
powdering hustle, while Brown was part of the burglary ring. Cooper continued 
to powder him. 


This is what we can “know” and don’t know from the three conflicting sources: 


83 John Andrew Morrow, “The Second Assassination of Malcom X: Critical Review of Manning Marable’s 
Biography,” The Journal of Pan African Studies 5 (2012): 207-226 (210); Christopher Phelps, “The 
Sexuality of Malcolm X,” Journal of American Studies 51:3 (2017): 659-690. 

84 Malcolm “Shorty” Jarvis with Paul D. Nichols, The Other Malcolm “Shorty” Jarvis: His 
Memoir ed. Cornel R. West (Jefferson, NC, and London: McFarland, n.d. [2001]), 132-136. 

85 Rodnell P. Collins with A. Peter Baily, Seventh Child: A Family Memoir of Malcolm X (Secaucus, 
N.J.: Birch Lane Press, 1998) 76. 

86 Perry, Malcolm, 129. 


16 


1. Regarding Jarvis and Collins, these are third-party hearsay accounts. Bruce Perry 
tells us that Jarvis told him that Malcolm told him that this happened. In neither 
Malcolm’s text nor in Jarvis’s book does this claim appear. So, Perry presents 
nothing more than unverified hearsay. Likewise, Rodnell Collins claims that his 
mother Ella told him that Malcolm told her about the “business deal.” Third-party 
unverified hearsay. 

2. At 18-19 years of age Malcolm X appears to have been the youngest male member 
of a hustling team composed of Malcolm “Shorty” Jarvis, 21, Francis “Sonny” 
Brown 23, and a Frank Cooper, age unknown. 

3. Either the whole team or individual members of the team entered a “business 
deal” with an older, wealthy white man name Paul Lennon involving putting 
talcum powder on his naked body while he was laying on the bed. Lennon would 
“climax.” 

4. We do not know who actually participated in this business deal, as all three 
witnesses give conflicting testimony. Malcolm says it was “Rudy,” likely a 
pseudonym. But we do not know who lies behind the pseudonym. Some scholars 
assume it was Frank Brown, for good reason. The half-Italian, half-African 
American Brown does indeed fit Malcolm’s description of “Rudy” and prison 
officials once described Brown as “effeminate of speech and manner” with 
possible “homosexual tendencies.”87 However, both Jarvis to Perry (sic) and 
Collins suggest it was Malcolm and Frank Cooper who did the powdering, while 
Brown was involved in the burglaries.88 In addition, Collins names Jarvis as a 
participant, something Jarvis to Perry (sic) fails to mention. Neither of these 
claimed to have first-hand knowledge of this - only hearsay. 

5. We also do not know what the deal involved: Malcolm says powder was 
“sprinkled” on Lennon’s undressed body — this implies no physical contact during 
the process; Jarvis to Perry (sic) allegedly said powder was sprinkled and there 
was “messaging” until he climaxed; Collins says powder was “rubbed” on his 
body. 


With such conflicting testimony, what criterion should be used to privilege one 
over the others? Yes, Malcolm was inclined to tailor a narrative creatively, but Jarvis 
reportedly had some bitterness against Malcolm and Perry was an American Jew who 
was unapologetically hostile towards Malcolm X, as were many Jews in Malcolm’s own 
day. Rodnell Collins made several demonstrable historical errors in his text.89 On what 
basis, then, do we select one of these narratives as the truthful narrative? We cannot, 
and there is no warrant to privilege the third-party hearsay of Bruce Perry and Rodnell 
Collins over Malcolm’s own account. In principle, any given account offered by Malcolm 
can be trumped by other witnesses if those witnesses are strong enough. That is certainly 
not the case here. As Carr notes: “That Marable indicts Malcolm on such flimsy 
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testimonies by those who were not eyewitnesses to Malcolm’s alleged homosexuality 
speaks volumes.”9° 

Taking all of these accounts into consideration, the most and the worst that can 
be said is that a teenage Detroit Red, who was involved in multiple street hustles 
(drugs, prostitution, numbers, burglary), may or may not have participated in a hustle 
that involved only the applying of powder on the naked body of an old white man, 
possibly with no physical contact at all (i.e. sprinkling), and sometimes that white man 
would climax as a result. Basing claims of a “homosexual lover” Malcolm X on this 
teenage incident is a worst case of “making a mountain out of a mole hill.” 


VI. Conclusion 


The Jewish-Black Project to queer Malcolm X is a house of cards which, upon 
examination of its sources, tumbles flimsily. The evidence that Malcolm X, “icon of Black 
masculinity,” was actually a teenage “homosexual lover (Marable)” or “income 
producing homosexual (Perry),” never rose above hearsay from hostile sources, 
speculation and innuendo% - “embarrassing elementary school rumor mill as 
‘evidence,’ as Firpo Carr eloquently put it.92 

My position is not that the argument should be settled against the claim that 
teenage Detroit Red had been “gay-for-pay.” The Most Honorable Elijah Muhamad said: 
“No matter what you were before you were awakened and became a conscious, living, 
breathing, human being, all those sins, even to murder, is forgiven.” So, whatever 
Malcolm Little engaged in before hearing and accepting Islam is immaterial, and 
matters only to those who, as the Holy Qur’an puts it, “the fault-finder who goes around 
slandering” (68:11, 16) — they will be “branded on their snout,” because a pig has a nose 
that smells out filth and eats it, as my teacher The Honorable Brother Minister 
Farrakhan explains. Rather, my position is that, based on the flimsy, tertiary, unverified 
hearsay nature of the evidence that was presented, the claim should have never been 
countenanced from the beginning. The claim was always “more sensationalism than 
scholarship.”93 

I understand the Jewish motivation to queer Malcolm X. Feminizing threatening 
Black males was and is part of the Zionist Project to “cure” Jewish males of their historic 
effeminacy. You can thus almost feel the cathartic joy of the Jewish Task Force when 
they announced in 2005: “Malcolm X Exposed as a Homosexual Rapist and 
Prostitute.”94 Why Black scholars would be complicit in this crime — and it is criminal 
— is harder to understand. Carr’s theory is “Revenge of the House Negroes”: “Although 
Malcolm X is famously noted for exposing what he called the ‘house negro,’ there is no 
record of this so-called ‘house negro’ ever having the opportunity to strike back at El- 
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Hajj Malik El-Shabazz — that is until now.”9 Carr calls out Marable and the Black 
intellectuals who endorsed the project: Henry Louis Gates, Cornel West, and Michael 
Eric Dyson. I admit disappointment with the younger generation of Black scholars who 
also are enthusiastically endorsing the Queering Malcolm X Project. Given that the 
Project relies on “rumors and gossip from the most specious of sources,” it is 
academically irresponsible to support it. The support must be purely ideological and/or 
political. This is what Malcolm X scholarship has become? 
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